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LYE  AND  WOLLESCOTE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT 

OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

From  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1914. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Lye  and  W ollescote 

Urban  District  Council . 


Gentlemen, 

I  am  pleased  to  present  to  you  this  my  18th  Annual  Report. 

The  New  Municipal  Offices  have  proved  the  wisdom  of  the 
Council  in  acquiring  the  buildings  and  land,  and  adapting  them 
for  Council  Offices,  by  the  convenience  they  provide  for  the 
Officers  of  the  Council,  and  the  utility  of  the  buildings  for  public 
business. 

One  of  the  outbuildings  of  the  premises  has  been  converted 
into  a  Fire  Station,  the  old  station  having  become  too  small  to 
allow  of  proper  accommodation  for  men  and  appliances. 

On  another  portion  of  the  Council’s  newly  acquired  property 
a  Public  Urinal  and  W.C.  have  been  provided— -these  are  in  the 
centre  of  the  town  and  were  badly  needed. 
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Population. 

The  estimated  population  of  Lye  and  Wollescote  at  the 
middle  of  the  year  1914,  was  11.895. 

Births. 

The  number  of  Births  which  took  place  in  Lye  and  Wolles¬ 
cote  during  the  year  was  350.  One  Birth  took  place  outside  the 
district  making  the  total  351. 

The  sexes  of  those  born  in  the  district  were  equally  divided, 
that  is  there  were  175  males  and  175  females,  plus  1  female  born 
outside. 

The  Birth  rate  was  29'5  per  1000.  This  rate  was  higher 
than  any  rate  during  the  past  5  years. 

The  Birth  rate  in  England  and  Wales  during  1914  was  23  8 
per  1000,  as  shown  by  the  Registrar  General’s  Annual  Report. 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  persons  who  died  in  the  district  was  164,  but 
2  of  these  were  persons  belonging  to  other  districts.  Taking  these 
2  from  the  164  leaves  162,  to  these  have  to  be  added  15  deaths 
of  persons  from  this  district  who  died  outside,  so  the  nett  deaths 
of  persons  belonging  to  the  district,  total  177. 

The  nett  Death  Rate  produced  is  14*8  .per  1000. 

The  Death  Rate  of  Lye  and  Wollescote  was  slightly  higher 
than  that  of  England  and  Wales  during  1914.  The  Death  Rate 
of  England  and  Wales  being  i4’o  per  1000. 

Influenza. 

In  considering  the  causes  of  deaths  generally,  one  is  surpris¬ 
ed  to  find  that  Influenza  produced  half  as  many  again  deaths  as 
Tuberculosis. 

The  figures  being  :  Influenza  12. 

Tuberculosis  8. 

Influenza  is  a  very  widespread  disease  which  is  not  regarded 
with  sufficient  seriousness;  and  is  not  guarded  against  in  any  way, 
but  amongst  those  who  are  aged  or  in  feeble  health  it  is  very  for¬ 
midable.  We  can  at  present  only  warn  those  who  are  suffering 
from  it  that  they  should  keep  from  close  contact  with  healthy 
persons,  and  advise  those  who  are  free  from  it  to  avoid  visiting 
those  who  have  the  disease. 

Possibly  when  the  public  become  more  alive  to  the  serious¬ 
ness  of  the  disease,  they  will  apply  more  readily  to  their  Medical 
Advisers  for  injections  of  Anticalaritial  Vaccines,  which  apparently 
have  some  prospect  of  warding  off  the  disease  or  diminishing  its 
virulence. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

The  Infant  Mortality  was  the  lowest  since  1910. 

There  were  only  36  deaths  of  children  under  one  year. 

The  Rate  per  1000  children  born  was  102. 

The  average  number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  in  this  district  dur¬ 
ing  the  five  previous  years  was  40. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : 

Measles  4  Bronchitis  6 

Convulsions  5  Premature  Birth  10 

There  is  a  striking  rise  in  the  number  of  Premature  Births, 
which  were  double  those  of  the  previous  year. 

In  this  connection  one  cannot  help  thinking  that  antinatural 
lectures  would  possibly  assist  women,  by  teaching  them  how  to 
take  care  of  themselves,  and  how  to  detect  abnormalities  in  their 
state  of  pregnancy,  and  to  thus  avoid  in  some  measure  this  wast¬ 
age  of  lives. 

I  believe  that  the  Health  Missioners  work  tells  in  the  district 
and  that  the  Creche  is  doing  a  useful  work  which  might  well  be 
extended.  I  think  that  children  are  sent  to  school  at  too  early  an 
age,  and  that  they  are  better  in  a  nursery  than  a  school,  and  bet¬ 
ter  in  a  nursery  than  at  home,  when  the  homes  become  crowded. 

Diarrhoea  Diseases  only  caused  3  deaths  during  the  year,  as 
against  14  in  the  year  T913. 

Handbills  were  distributed  early  in  the  diarrhoeal  season  set¬ 
ting  forth  amongst  other  things  the  great  importance  of  getting  rid 
of  rubbish  heaps  and  manure  from  the  vicinity  of  houses. 

There  was  only  one  death  of  an  illegitimate  infant. 

Inquests. 

There  were  7  inquests  held.  The  causes  of  death  were  found 
to  be  as  follows  : 

1  Shock  from  falling  on  brick  pavement.  Accidental  death 

2  Natural  causes.  Cerebral  Hemoraege. 

3  Suicide  by  being  decapitated  on  the  railway,  whilst  tem¬ 

porarily  of  unsound  mind.  Person  did  not  belong 

to  this  district. 

4  Fractured  Skull,  caused  by  head  striking  railway  bridge. 

Accidental  death 

5  Fractured  Skull  from  falling  downstairs.  Accidental  death 

6  Perforated  Gastric  Ulcer,  accelerated  by  accidental  strain 

Accidental  death. 

7  Natural  causes — heart  disease. 

There  were  10  inquests  held  during  last  year,  and  10  in  the 
year  before  that. 
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The  fact  that  i  person  met  with  death  by  falling  downstairs, 
brings  forward  the  necessity  for  providing  handrails  to  all  stair¬ 
cases.  Many  of  the  houses  in  this  district  have  awkward  and 
badly  lighted  stairways,  and  some  protection  is  especially  needed 
in  the  case  of  children  and  aged  and  infirm  persons,  though  those 
in  health  may  easily  meet  with  accidents  due  to  the  absence  of 
this  cheap,  but  necessary,  piece  of  house  fixture. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

More  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  1914,  than 
for  several  years  past,  in  19 11  there  were  41  cases. 

During  1914  there  were  notified  53  cases.  50  of  these  were 
under  15  years  of  age.  31  cases  had  to  be  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  there  being  no  means  of  isolating  them  at  home  with 
safety. 

There  was  one  death  from  this  disease. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  more  cases  could  be  isolated  at  home 
if  there  were  more  houses  with  3  bedrooms. 

Most  of  the  cases  occurred  during  the  last  half  of  the  year — 
a  very  marked  increase  taking  place  during  October,  November, 
and  December. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified. 

One  of  these  cases  had  been  eating  watercress,  source  un¬ 
known,  which  may  have  been  grown  in  contaminated  water.  The 
wife  and  children  had  gone  away  into  the  country,  but  I  wrote  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  into  which  they  had  gone 
to  warn  him,  in  case  any  of  them  should  develope  the  disease. 

The  man  was  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  other  case  was  a  young  man  who  had  been  on  a  holiday 
in  the  South  of  England,  and  probably  contracted  the  disease  at 
one  of  the  towns  where  he  had  been  staying. 

Both  these  cases  were  notified  in  September. 

Erysipilas. 

12  cases  were  notified.  There  was  no  death. 

The  Inspector  is  instructed  to  visit  each  house  where  a  case 
arises,  and  to  report  any  insanitary  condition. 

I  have  frequently  spoken  of  pig  keeping  in  connection  with 
this  disease.  I  have  not  found  any  direct  evidence  of  the  keeping 
of  pigs  producing  the  disease,  but  I  have  observed  that  pig  man¬ 
ure  is  sometimes  deposited  upon  gardens  in  the  vicinity  of  houses 
This  means  wide  dissemination  of  offensive  effiuvia,  and  lowered 
resistance  to  disease  in  those  people  in  the  vicinity,  I  think  that 
such  manure  should  be  taken  right  away  and  not  dug  into  the 
ground  around  dwellings. 
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Schools  Closed  because  of  Epidemic  Diseases, 

Orchard  Lane  Infants’  Department  closed  from  January  26 
to  February  16,  on  account  of  Measles  and  Influenza. 

Stamber  Mill  Infants’  Department  closed  from  March  2  to 
March  23,  on  account  of  Measles. 

Diphtheria. 

30  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  1914. 

8  of  these  cases  were  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

12  of  the  cases  were  under  5  years  of  age,  and  16  were 
between  5  and  15  years  old.  5  children  died. 

During  the  previous  year  25  cases  were  notified. 

Some  of  the  cases  had  the  disease  in  the  nose,  and  some 
were  “  carriers  ”  only. 

Large  numbers  of  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  made  by 
the  County  Analyst  of  Worcestershire  from  actual  cases,  suspects 
and  contacts,  and  the  work  of  the  Bacteriologist  is  most  helpful  in 
arriving  at  diagnosis,  and  enabling  me  to  deal  with  “carriers”  who 
might  go  unsuspected  and  spread  the  disease. 

I  think  that  wherever  practicable  cases  of  diphtheria  should 
be  isolated  at  home,  especially  if  they  are  not  so  severe  as  to  need 
special  nursing. 

Antidiphtheria  serum  is  supplied  free  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  upon  request. 

There  was  no  common  cause.  Each  case  was  carefully  in¬ 
quired  into,  and  any  insanitary  surroundings  found  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Inspector. 

The  opinion  previously  expressed  that  the  disease  is  produc¬ 
ed  by  direct  infection  in  most  cases  and  often  by  persons  who  are 
unaware  that  they  have  the  disease,  is  the  view  I  take  of  the  cause 

Magistrates’  Order  obtained  for  Removal  of 

Child  to  H  ospital. 

I  reported  the  case  of  a  man  who  failed  to  notify  that  his 
child  was  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  until  after  the  Medical 
Officer  had  visited  the  house. 

The  parents  refused  to  allow  the  child  to  go  to  the  Isolation. 
Hospital,  even  though  the  mother  was  recently  “confined  ”  in  the 
house. 

For  the  safety  of  the  mother  and  in  the  interests  of  the  public, 
it  was  necessary  to  obtain  a  Magistrate’s  Order,  and  the  child  was 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

This  is  only  the  second  case  where  this  difficulty  has  arisen 
in  about  18  years. 
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Tuberculosis. 

There  were  43  eases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year. 

40  were  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  3  were  other 
forms  of  the  disease. 

There  were  8  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  there 
was  1  death  from  another  form  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  Council  agreed  that  the  suggestion  of  the  County  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  to  appoint  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  as  Assistant  Medi¬ 
cal  Officers  of  Health  was  a  very  good  move  —  and  some  very  im¬ 
portant  information  is  contained  in  copies  of  their  reports  which 
are  sent  on  to  me  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

I  have  summarised  the  details  as  follows 

42  reports  upon  cases  were  sent  in  by  the  Assistant  Medical 
Officer.  Some  of  these  reports  referred  to  cases  notified  prior  to 
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Amongst  the  reports,  which  give  minute  details  of  the  sur¬ 
roundings  of  each  case,  8  cases  of  sanitary  defects  unremedied 
are  outstanding,  but  promises  have  been  received  by  the  Inspec¬ 
tor  that  the  work  will  be  proceeded  with  soon. 

Amongst  the  matters  reported  are — 

Dirty  walls  and  ceilings,  bad  ventilation  due  to  fixed  windows, 
privy  closets,  no  separate  bedroom,  or  bed,  defective  house  spout¬ 
ing,  tending  to  dampness;  bedrooms  requiring  papering  and 
limewashing,  overcrowding  and  houses  unfit  for  habitation. 

The  question  of  shortage  of  houses  and  overcrowding  I  have 
dealt  with  elsewhere,  but  the  following  figures  speak  for  themsel¬ 
ves  as  showing  the  need  for  more  houses  and  more  houses  with  3 


bedrooms  especially. 

No.  of  Persons  over 

No  of  Residents.  12  years  of  age.  No.  of  Bedrooms. 
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Though  only  4  are  actually 

marked  as  overcrowded  houses, 

yet  the  numbers  of  persons  and 

rooms  is  such 

as  to  preclude  in 

some  cases  the  possibility  of  the 

sufferer  from 

tuberculosis  from 

having  a  separate  bedroom,  or  bed,  or  both. 


Moreover  in  a  few  years  in  these  houses  it  is  evident  that  as 
children  grow  older  the  cubic  space  will  become  insufficient  for 
them  to  get  proper  air,  and  actual  technical  overcrowding  is  sure 
to  occur. 

This  means  not  only  spreading  the  disease  by  contact,  but 
means  causing  lowered  vitality  in  those  not  already  diseased,  and 
thus  rendering  them  an  easy  prey  to  the  micro-organisms. 

I  feel  that  I  cannot  pass  this  subject  without  saying  that  at 
present  the  full  scope  of  investigation  into  the  surroundings  of 
tuberculosis,  though  excellent  in  its  way,  is  limited,  and  it  appears 
very  necessary  that  not  only  the  actual  patient  notified  in  a  house¬ 
hold  should  be  under  observation,  but  it  would  be  w’ell  if  the 
public  were  acquainted  with  the  advantages  that  might  acrue  if 
all  members  of  the  household  were  examined  at  the  same  time  for 
traces  of  this  disease.  I  think  it  would  often  be  found  that  the 
one  least  suspected  in  the  family  wras  really  the  originator  of  the 
disease  and  its  disseminator  to  the  rest  of  the  household.  At 
present  that  one  may  go  undetected.  The  examination  of  contacts 
is  in  my  opinion  a  question  w’hich  will  have  to  be  faced  in  the 
near  future  though  it  will  probably  entail  greatly  increased  work 
for  the  administrative  authorities. 

Measles. 

Measles  caused  15  deaths,  as  against  none  in  1913,  and  1  in 
1912.  It  was  necessary  to  close  Orchard  Lane  and  Stamber  Mill 
Infants’  Departments  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  spread  of  this  disease  amongst  the  scholars.  Most  of  the 
deaths  were  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  Amongst  the  deaths 
were  4  children  under  1  year  of  age. 

Disinfection,  etc. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  after  the  principal  infectious 
diseases,  and  after  death  from  tuberculosis. 

Formaleu  is  used  for  disinfecting  of  rooms  and  Izal  is  supplied 
where  required,  both  in  ordinary  Infectious  Diseases  and  in  cases 
of  Tuberculosis. 

Redding  is  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  disinfections. 

Tuberculosis  patients  are  supplied  with  spectum  flasks,  and 
paper  handkerchiefs  where  necessary.  - 

Diphtheria  Autitoxim  is  supplied  upon  request  to  Medical 
Practitioners  for  any  case  where  its  use  is  desirable. 


Provision  to  Small  Pox  and  Enteric  Fever. 

There  is  a  Joint  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  where  these 
cases  could  be  treated  shuuld  any  arise. 


Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  well  supplied  with  good  water  by  the  Stour¬ 
bridge  Water  Board.  I  still  think  that  the  few  remaining  wells 
should  be  tested,  because  wells  are  liable  to  become  contaminated 
at  any  time. 

The  Work  of  Officials  Increasing. 

The  work  in  the  Public  Health  1  )epartment  is  becoming  very 
difficult  to  keep  pace  with.  More  help  is  required  in  the  clerical 
line.  The  Inspector  cannot  devote  the  time  necessary  to  certain 
branches  of  the  work  because  as  he  informs  me  he  would  have  to 
leave  the  systematic  work  he  is  doing  in  inspecting  houses  street 
by  street. 

As  I  said  last  year  I  believe  a  junior  clerk  who  could  do 
some  office  work  and  so  free  the  Inspector  from  some  of  his  in¬ 
door  duties  and  permit  him  to  do  more  visiting,  would  help  greatly 
in  the  proper  carrying  out  of  the  many  and  varied  things  required 
to  be  done  by  the  Inspector. 

I  sadly  fear  that  unless  this  step  is  taken  some  of  the  work 
will  get  behind,  a  serious  matter  where  the  health  of  all  the  people 
in  the  district  is  concerned. 

Expectant  Mothers  and  the  Preservation 

of  Infant  Life. 

An  important  communication  was  received  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  asking  for  suggestions  under  the  above 
heading. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council  and  the  Chairman  of  the  San¬ 
itary  Committee  were  appointed  to  go  into  the  question  with  me. 

Two  suggestions  were  made  as  a  result  of  the  conference. 

ist  That  Lectures  might  be  given  to  expectant  mothers,  by 
Medical  Men. 

2nd  That  systematic  visiting  of  children  between  the  ages 
of  i  year  &  5  years,  by  a  Special  Health  Missioner 
or  person  appointed  for  the  work,  would  be  very 
useful,  as  the  present  Health  Missioner’s  duties 
cease  when  children  under  her  supervision  attain 
one  year  of  age. 

Meat  Inspection. 

I  have  already  spoken  of  the  increasing  work  which  is  falling 
upon  the  Sanitary  Officials,  and  yet  in  my  opinion  much  requires 
to  be  done. 


*3 


An  Inspector  who  has  had  some  special  training  should  be 
appointed  to  supervise  the  Slaughtering  of  Animals,  in  a  district 
like  this  where  so  many  thousands  are  dependant  upon  private 
slaughter  houses  for  their  meat  supply. 

I  do  not  see  how  the  present  Inspector  of  Nuisances  can  find 
the  time  to  qualify  unless  some  one  does  some  of  his  clerical  work 
The  matter  is  one  of  great  importance  and  one  which  I  earnestly 
ask  the  Council  to  consider. 

I  have  brought  the  matter  forward  in  last  year’s  report,  but  I 
have  no  knowledge  that  anything  definite  has  been  achieved, 
though  the  question  was  discussed. 

The  Revision  of  the  Slaughter  House  Bye  Laws  is  I  believe 
about  to  have  the  attention  of  the  Council,  but  no  Bye  Laws  can 
be  of  great  service  unless  their  observance  is  compelled  by 
frequent  inspections. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

The  number  of  Cowsheds  in  the  district  is  23  and  the 
number  of  Dairies  12. 

I  have  observed  that  most  of  the  cows  do  not  appear  to 
be  groomed,  though  I  saw  one  lot  of  cows  were  well  kept  and 
appeared  to  be  properly  groomed. 

The  cleanliness  of  cows  udders  and  the  milkman’s  hands 
are  matters  not  sufficiently  attended  to. 

I  have  reason  to  think  that  only  one  or  two  cow  keepers 
wear  overalls  when  milking. 

The  cowsheds  themselves  seem  in  very  fair  order  and  the 
dairies  also. 

I  do  not  see  how  a  clean  milk  supply  can  be  obtained 
from  cows  having  their  flanks  and  tails  matted  with  dung. 


Housing  and  Towns  Planning  Act. 
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Premises  visited  ..  ..  ..  100 

Defects  remedied'  without  Closing  Orders 
Houses  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  . .  6 

Closing  Orders  made  by  the  Local  Authority  6 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  . .  . .  8 

Closing  Orders  that  become  operative 


Number  of  Defects  remedied  after  Closing  Orders 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined 
,,  ,,  Houses  demolished 

Orders  to  execute  work  under  Sect.  15 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  complied  with 

Number  of  Yards  paved  or  repaved 


1912 

1913 

1914 

2  57 

311 

316 

759 

1 1 14 

1279 

19 

18 

7 

19 

18 

7 

26 

11 

9 

19 

8 

15 

67 

2 
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4 

2 
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88 

60 

21 

81 

37 

15 

70 

85 

57 

This  work  cannot  I  think  progress  faster  unless  my 
suggestions  as  to  increased  staff  are  acted  upon. 
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Overcrowding. 

In  my  investigations  concerning  Tuberculosis  I  have 
found  some  bad  cases  of  overcrowding,  and  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year  1  pointed  out  that  the  Housing  Question  is  one 
which  is  becoming  acute. 

In  my  opinion  it  will  be  necessary  to  build  houses. 

If  pressure  is  brought  to  bear  upon  people  who  are  over¬ 
crowded  they  will  have  to  seek  houses  outside  the  district, 
and  when  prosecuted  they  would  no  doubt  plead  that  there 
was  no  where  to  go. 

I  have  pointed  out  that  tuberculosis  is  fostered,  and 
spread  by  overcrowded  bedrooms. 

Another  and  very  important  side  to  the  question  is  that 
pestilence  is  favoured  by  overcrowding,  and  some  diseases 
which  in  normal  times  we  do  not  see  much  of,  may  in  war 
time,  find  their  way  amongst  us,  and  such  diseases  as  Typhus, 
Small  Pox  and  Typhoid  when  introduced  would  find  very 
suitable  soil  for  their  development  amongst  those  who  lived 
in  crowded  rooms. 

Typhus  the  old  “gaol  fever”  was  so  called  because  it  was 
propagated  by  overcrowded  gaols. 

It  is  only  right  to  mention  that  some  of  the  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  were  made  worse  by  the  dirty  or  careless  habits  of 
the  occupiers. 

Some  time  ago  I  suggested  the  adoption  of  Wilson’s  Act, 
and  to  this  the  Council  agreed.  The  matter  is  still  in  hand. 

No  Towns  Planning  Scheme  has  yet  been  considered, 
and  any  means  to  provide  more  houses  has  I  think  been  post¬ 
poned  on  account  of  the  war. 

We  want  especially  houses  with  3  bedrooms  and  one  big 
living  room  which  might  also  be  used  as  a  scullery,  being  pro¬ 
vided  with  bath  and  sink.  The  house  with  a  front  parlour  is 
a  house  with  one  useless  room  and  should  be  discouraged. 

Many  more  houses  are  required  for  the  working  classes. 

Billeting  of  Soldiers, 

I  think  that  this  district  would  be  unsuitable  for  the  bil¬ 
leting  of  Soldiers,  the  houses  generally  being  full,  and  as  I 
have  said  in  some  cases  already  over  full,  and  almost  all  of 
the  houses  are  of  the  2  rooms  up  and  2  down  type. 


Slaughtering  of  Animals. 

I  think  it  is  time  more  humane  methods  were  adopted, 
and  would  suggest  that  the  Council  purchase  a  Ransom’s  Air 
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Killer,  and  allow  the  slaughterers  the  use  of  it,  in  turn,  in 
order  that  they  may  see  its  advantages.  I  believe  it  might 
then  come  into  use,  and  as  there  is  no  danger  attached  to  its 
use,  and  apparently  no  disadvantage,  but  there  would  be  the 
boon  of  reduced  suffering  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  be  with¬ 
held — it  is  highly  recommended  by  The  Council  of  Justice  to 
Animals,  and  is  said  to  be  “  The  most  satisfactory  of  all  ap¬ 
pliances  yet  available  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  used  for 
food.” 

I  have  seen  enough  of  slaughtering  to  warrant  me  in  say¬ 
ing  that  I  consider  present  methods  to  be  unworthy  of  a 
civilized  people. 

The  Main  Roads. 

Since  the  traffic  has  greatly  increased,  and  especially 
since  the  introduction  of  the  motor  bus,  the  dust  and  mud 
which  are  scattered  about  are  becoming  in  my  opinion,  a 
menance  to  the  health  of  the  people  who  live  where  heavy 
vehicles  travel  frequently. 

Mud  spashing  which  has  taken  place  to  such  a  degree 
that  some  of  the  walls  along  the  main  road  from  Stourbridge 
to  Birmingham  have  been  covered  to  the  depth  of  half-an-inch 
upon  their  surface,  over  many  yards  in  area,  cannot  but  seri¬ 
ously  affect  the  quality  of  goods  displayed  in  open  windows. 
Moreover  pedestrians  clothes  and  even  their  eves  and  mouths 
are  liable  to  receive  flying  portions  of  filth,  and  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  have  to  run  for  shelter  whenever  a  motor  bus  is  approa¬ 
ching  in  wet  weather. 

In  dry  weather  the  cloud  of  dust  which  is  raised  is 
equally  bad,  and  is  certainly  worse  than  I  ever  remember  to 
have  seen  in  this  district. 

I  think  that  some  means  should  be  adopted  to  prevent 
what  will  be  as  time  goes  on  be  a  serious  matter  for  the  dis¬ 
trict  both  as  regards  the  convenience  and  more  especially  the 
health  of  the  people. 

I  fail  to  see  that  the  dust  created  in  some  industries 
which  are  watched  over  very  carefully  by  Inspectors,  is  more 
injurious  than  the  dust  of  granite  and  micro-organisers 
combined. 

The  Urban  Council  has  brought  the  matter  to  the  notice 
of  the  Motor  Bus  Company,  but  still  the  evil  exists. 

River  Stour. 

I  have  heard  no  complaint  of  the  pollution  of  this  river, 
but  have  often  wondered  whether  its  waters  could  not  be 
made  use  of  to  produce  power  for  electric  lighting  purposes. 
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Burial  of  the  Dead. 

The  Council  has  instructed  the  Sexton,  that  if  relations 
wish  to  keep  their  dead  more  than  five  days,  he  is  to  at  once 
inform  me,  and  I  am  instructed  to  take  any  necessary  steps 
to  ensure  that  no  nuisance  or  injury  to  health  may  occur.  In 
one  case  reported  to  me  I  inspected  the  body  and  instructed 
that  it  must  be  buried  within  the  five  days. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  Hospital  Accommodation  seems  sufficient  as  far  as 
this  district  is  concerned.  There  has  been  no  report  of  any 
case  being  refused  on  account  of  insufficient  room. 

8  cases  of  Diphtheria. 

31  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  1  Enteric  Fever  were  sent 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year. 

That  is  40  cases  this  year  against  10  in  the  year  before. 

Special  Arrangements  in  Consequence 

of  War. 

The  Local  Government  Board  desire  to  be  informed  of 
any  change  in  staff  or  emergency  arrangements  made  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  war  and  as  to  the  action  taken  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Healt'h  to  cooperate  with  the  Military  Authorities 
where  troops  have  been  quartered  in  the  district.  The  reply 
is  that  there  are  no  changes  in  the  staff,  and  no  action  has 
been  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  Medical  Officer  because  no 
troops  have  been  quartered  in  this  district.  It  may  be  well 
to  state  however  that  in  consequence  of  letters  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  the  Medical  Officer  has  carefully  consider¬ 
ed  which  would  be  suitable  areas  for  the  camping  of  troops  if 
such  should  be  required. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

These  are  in  fair  condition  structurally,  but  I  think  that 
proper  receptacles  should  be  provided  for  offai,  which  I  find 
is  still  sometimes  thrown  upon  manure  heaps. 

In  some  slaughter  houses  doors  exist  opening  directly 
from  the  lairs  into  the  slaughter  houses.  This  I  have  pointed 
out  as  a  defect  which  requires  remedying. 

Drains. 

Most  of  the  district  is  well  drained — some  houses  on  the 
outskirts  still  remain  to  be  connected.  I  refer  to  some  of  the 
houses  in  New  Street,  off  Perrins’  Lane. 
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Schools. 

Stamber  Mill  (C.E.) 

Eaves  gutters  still  required  to  W.Cs.,  and  Playgrounds 
must  be  bad  in  bad  weather  because  only  ashed. 

Cemetery  Road- 

Playground  which  was  repaired  during  year  is  wearing 
into  holes  again. 

Wollescote  Boys 

Playground  only  ashed,  must  be  bad  in  bad  weather. 
Colour-washing  and  Ventilation  have  had  attention 
since  my  last  report. 

Wollescote  Infants— 

Floor  in  Central  Hall  is  still  very  bad. 

Playground  very  bad  for  Infants. 

Wollescote  Girls— 

Still  some  old  desks  without  back  rests. 

Colour  washing  has  been  attended  to  in  Girls’  and 
Infants’  departments.  Hoppers  have  been  put  in. 

Orchard  Lane  Boys— 

Additional  Cloakroom  space  has  been  provided. 
Playground  surface  getting  very  rough. 

Orchard  Lane  Infants— 

Playground  has  been  mended,  but  surface  getting  very 
rough  again.  Most  rooms  have  floor  block  which  re¬ 
quire  grouting. 

Orchard  Lane  Girls— 

Cloakroom  space  has  been  increased. 

There  is  a  bad  floor  in  Classroom  No.  IV. 

National  (C.E.)  Boys,  Infants,  Girls— 

In  these  Schools  the  Ventilation  and  Heating  and  the 
Floors  all  require  attention. 

The  Schools  require  colour  washing  throughout.  I  con¬ 
sider  that  they  should  be  set  in  order  as  early  as  poss¬ 
ible,  nothing  seems  to  have  been  done  since  my  report 
of  1912,  when  I  pointed  out  that  certain  defects  existed. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Council  for  their 
kindly  reception  of  my  reports,  and  also  to  record  that  my 
visits  to  the  Schools  in  connection  with  my  work  have  always 
been  well  received  and  every  assistance  rendered  me  by  the 
Masters  and  Mistresses.  Lastly,  to  my  fellow  Officers  I 
desire  to  tender  my  appreciation  of  their  willingness  and  per¬ 
sonal  information,  or  in  any  way  they  could  help  to  facilitate 
the  work  in  my  department. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  CHRISTOPHER  DARBY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


Table  1.  Vital  Statatistics  of  Whole  District  during  1314  and  previous  Years. 
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The  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  outside  this  district,  at  Hayley  Green.  The  Hospital  is  a  joint  one  of  Halesowen,  Lye  and 
Wollescote,  and  Stourbridge.  A  Special  Block  is  set  apart  for  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  and  cases  from  this  district  may  also  be 

sent  to  Knight  wick. 


TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1914. 

LYE  AND  WOLLESCOTE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
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Nil. 


TABLE  IY. 

LYE  AND  WOLLESCOTE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  191*. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  and  under  i  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 


CD 

0) 

£ 


J-> 

a; 

C 


All  Causes 


Certified  . . 
Uncertified 


9 

i 


Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . . 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ( b ) 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Meningitis  [not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Injury  at  Birth 
Atelectasis 

Congenial  Malformations  (c) 
Premature  Birth 
Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 
Other  Causes 


2 


8 


Total 


io 


1-2  weeks 

C/5 

<D 

£ 

on 

1 

CM 

C/5 

r*i 

CD 

CD 

£ 

1 

CO 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks  and 

under  3  months 

!  3-6  months 

1 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

1 1 

4 

5 

11 

3 

34 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

♦  • 

2 

1 

2 

1 

•  0 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

.  • 

•  ® 

0  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

*  * 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

4 

1 

6 

•  • 

2 

2 

1 

• 

1 

1 

9 

1 

10 

1 

•  • 

1 

2 

1 

T 

•  • 

4 

5 

•  • 

2 

12 

4 

5 

12 

3 

36 

Nett  Births  in  the  year 


legitimate  345 
illegitimate  6 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 


legitimate  infants  35 
illegitimate  do.  1 
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NOTES  TO  TABLE  III. 

The  classification  and  numbering  of  Causes  of  Death  are  those  of  the  “Short 
List”  on  page  XXV  of  the  Manual  of  the  International  List  of  Causes  of  Death, 
which  should  be  consulted  and  followed  in  all  cases  of  doubt. 

Copies  of  this  Manual  were  distributed  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  1912 
by  the  Registrar-General,  and  may  be  purchased  either  directly  pr  through  any 
bookseller  from  Wyman  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  29,  Breams  Buildings,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C., 
price  1  /-. 

(a)  All  “Transferable  Deaths”  of  residents,  i.e.,  of  persons  resident  in  the 

District  who  have  died  outside  it,  are  to  be  included  with  the  other  deaths 
in  columns  2-10.  Transferable  deaths  of  non-residents,  i.e.,  of  persons 
resident  elsewhere  in  England  and  Wales  who  have  died  in  the  District, 
are  in  like  manner  to  be  excluded  from  these  columns.  For  the  precise 
meaning  of  the  term  “transferable  deaths”  see  footnote  to  Table  I. 

The  total  deaths  in  column  2  of  Table  III  should  equal  the  figures  for  the 
year  in  column  12  of  Table  I. 

(b)  All  deaths  occurring  in  institutions  for  the  sick  and  infirm  situated  within 

the  district,  whether  of  residents  or  of  non-residents,  are  to  be  entered  in 
the  last  column  of  Table  III. 

(e)  All  deaths  certified  by  registered  Medical  Practitioners  and  all  Inquest  cases 
are  to  be  classed  as  “  Certified  ;  all  other  deaths  are  to  be  regarded  as 
“  Uncertified.” 

(d)  Exclusive  of  ‘ '  Tuberculous  Meningitis”  (10),  but  inclusive  of  Cerobro-spinal 

Meningitis. 

(e)  Title  19  should  be  used  for  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  at  all  ages. 

(In  the  “  Short  List  ”  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2  years 
are  included  under  Title  19  ;  those  at  2  years  and  over  being  placed  under 
Title  28.) 


NOTES  TO  TABLE  IV. 

(a)  The  total  in  the  last  column  of  Table  IV  should  equal  the  total  in  column 

10  of  Table  I,  and  in  column  3  of  Table  III. 

(b)  Under  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Tuberculous 

Peritonitis  and  Enteritis  and  from  Tabes  Mesenterica. 

(c)  The  total  deaths  from  Congenital  Malformations,  Premature  Birth,  Atrophy, 

Debility  and  Marasmus,  should  equal  the  total  in  Table  III,  for  ages  un¬ 
der  1  year,  under  the  heading  Congenital  Debility,  and  Malformation 
including  Premature  Birth. 

Want  of  Breast  Milk  should  be  included  under  Atrophy  and  Debility. 

(d)  For  references  to  the  meaning  of  any  other  headings,  see  notes  attached  to 

Table  III. 

In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  I,  II,  III,  &  IV, 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  notes  on  the  Tables. 

H.  CHRISTOPHER  DARBY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  LYE  AND  WOLLECOTE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  for  the  Year  1914, 
on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  &  HOMEWORK. 


1  —  inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Number  of 


Premises. 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Prose¬ 

cutions. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

40 

#  € 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  . . 
Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises 

250 

9 

N 

included  in  part  3  of  this  Report) 

33 

•  • 

Total 

323 

9 

2— Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Referred 

No.  of 

Found 

to  H  M. 

Prosecu- 

Inspector 

tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

8 

8 

Want  of  Ventilation 

N 

Overcrowding  . . 

•  • 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

.  » 

Other  Nuisances 

0  ( Insufficient 

am  ary  Unsuitable  or  defective 

Accommodation  XT  ,  .  r 

(Not  separate  tor  sexes  . . 

3 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake¬ 
house  (s.  101)  ‘  . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 

N 

•  « 

for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100)  . . 

Other  Offences  (excluding  offences  relating 

4 

3 

to  outwork  which  are  included  in  Part  3 
of  this  Report) 

3 

2 

Total 

18 

15 

N 
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3— homework;. 

OUTWORKERS’  LISTS,  SECTION  107. 


Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Nature  of  Work. 

Outworkers. 

Lists 

Contractors. 

Workmen. 

Wearing  Apparel — making,  &c. 

2 

»  « 

13 

I 


4— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Number 

Factories  . .  1 . 

25 

Workshops . . 

188 

Total 

213 

5— OTHER  MATTERS, 


Class.  Number 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (s.  133,  1901)  N 
Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  /  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ..  9 

H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  J 

not  under  the  Factory  and  Work-  Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to 
shop  Acts  (s.  5,  1901 )  \  H.M.  Inspector 

O  t  li  er  .  ■  ••  «a  , .  ••  .  ■  • »  •« 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


H.  CHRISTOPHER  DARBY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ZZ  00 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

FOR 

LYE  &  WOLLESCOTE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 
For  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1914. 


Infectious  Disease. 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease  . . 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected  or  destroyed 
Compensation  paid  for  destruction 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported  (P.H.  Act  1875,  Sec.  26) 


125 

125 

N 

N 


Houses  (Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1909). 

No. 

of  houses  erected 

•  • 

15 

No 

of  houses  inspected 

•  • 

316 

No. 

represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  . . 

•  • 

7 

No. 

of  Closing  Orders  made  by  the  Local  Authority 

•  • 

7 

No. 

of  Closing  Orders  that  became  operative 

•  • 

0 

No 

of  Defects  remedied  without  Closing  Orders  . . 

•  • 

1279- 

No. 

of  Defects  remedied  after  Closing  Orders 

•  • 

N 

No. 

of  Closing  Orders  determined 

•  • 

N 

No. 

of  houses  demolished 

•  e 

5 

No. 

of  Orders  to  execute  works  under  Section  15  .. 

.  c 

21 

No. 

of  Orders  to  execute  work  under  Section  15  complied  with 

T5 

No. 

of  yards  paved  or  repaved 

•  • 

57 

No. 

of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

•  • 

9 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  &c. 

No. 

observed 

•  * 

N 

No. 

dealt  with,  as  insanitary 

•  • 

N 

• 

House-drains. 

No. 

laid  or  relaid 

27 

No. 

trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired 

39 

No. 

of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with 

No. 

of  house-drains  tested 

No. 

of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified 

157 

No. 

of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected 

12 

No. 

of  dumb  wells  rectified  .. 

7 

Water  Closets. 

No. 

of  additional  W.C.’s  provided 

•  • 

14 

No. 

repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied  with  water  . . 

•  « 

29 

Privies  and  Ashpits. 

No. 

of  additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 

•  • 

N 

No. 

of  pail  closets  and  privies  converted  to  W.C.’s 

•  • 

141 

No. 

converted  to  pail-closets 

•  • 

N 

No. 

repaired 

•  • 

N 

26 


Scavenging. 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed  ..  ..  2687 

No.  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed  ..  ..  ..  3536 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed  . .  . .  725  weekly 

No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed  . .  . .  5°77 


Smoke  Nuisances. 

No.  under  observation  ..  ..  ..  -  N 

No.  abated  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  N 


Offensive  Trades  (Sec.  112  P.H.A. 
51  P.H.A,  A.  A.  1907). 

No.  under  observation 

No.  improperly  conducted  .. 

No.  newly  established,  with  consent  of  Council 


1 875,  Sec. 

N 

N 

N 


Water*  Supply. 

No.  of  wells  sunk . . 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired 
No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted 
No.  of  disused  wells  abolished 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during  year 
No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

No  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient  water-supplies 
dealt  with 

No.  of  houses  erected  or  rebuilt,  for  which  water  certificates 
were  given 


N 

N 

1 

2 
22 
N 

N 

N 


Slaughter  Houses. 

No  registered 
No.  licensed 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired 
At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises  reported 
Are  Byelaws  in  force  thoroughly  carried  out 


9 

4 


3 


2 

months 

N 


Factories  arid  Workshops. 

No.  under  inspection  ..  ..  ••  ••  2T5 

No.  certified  for  limewashing  by  Inspector  ..  ..  19 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nuisances  ..  7 

No.  employing  “young  persons,”  &c.,  reported  to  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  N 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  . .  . .  6  months 

No.  of  outworkers’  premises  inspected  ..  ..  ••  29 


Shop  Hours’  Act. 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision 

•  * 

• . 

N 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Act  dealt  with 

•  • 

N 

Purveyors  of  SVtiik. 

No.  of 

»  • 

6 

Dairies. 

No.  registered  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and  Byelaws  dealt  with  3 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  . ,  . .  3  months 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  dealt  with  ..  ..  N 

Approximate  No.  of  milking  cows  in  District  ..  ..  104 


27 

Cowsheds. 

No.  registered 

No  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported 
At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 


23 

N 

3  months 


Canal  Boats. 

No.  of  boats  on  register  ...  ..  ..  . .  N 

No.  of  boats  registered  during  year  ..  ..  ..  N 

No.  of  certificates  renewed  ..  ..  ..  . .  N 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or  otherwise)  . .  N 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations  dealt  with  . .  N 


Lodging  Houses. 

No.  on  Register 

No.  regularly  inspected 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 


Food. 

No.  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption  .. 

Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption 

Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  consumption 


Food  and  Drugs’  Act. 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 
No.  of  samples  certified  genuine 
No.  of  samples  certified  adultera-ted 


N 

N 

N 

N 


N 

N 

N 


N 

N 

N 


Animals  kept  so  as  to  fie  a  Nuisance. 

No  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  . .  . .  . .  7 


Accumulation  of  Offensive  Refuse. 

No.  of  removals  . .  . ,  . .  . .  . .  9 

Legal  Proceedings. 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  insanitary  conditions  N 
No  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  unsound  food  . .  N 


Clerical  Work. 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  ..  . .  ..  125 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served  ..  ..  ..  279 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with  . .  ..  ..  197 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  outstanding  ..  ..  ..  82 


Every  endeavour  continues  to  be  made  to  lessen  the  number  of  earth 
closets,  this  year  141  were  converted,  14  additional  W.C.’s  were  provided. 

The  house  accommodation  in  the  district  is  insufficient  and  makes  the 
House  to  House  inspection  more  difficult. 

H.  POOLE, 

April  10th,  1915.  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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LYE  &  WOLLESCOTE  URBAN  DISTRICT, 


Report  of  Health  Missioner 

For  Year  ending  December  31st,  1914. 


332  Notifications  of  Births  were  received  as  compared 
with  323  in  1913  (9  more  births)  of  these  165  were  Males  and 
167  Females.  7  were  illegitimate. 

303  infants  were  breast  fed. 

16  artificially. 

13  not  fed,  only  living  a  short  time. 

The  Lye  Mothers  are  very  good  for  suckling  their  infants 
and  do  not  now  stickle  them  for  so  protracted  a  period  as 
they  did  at  one  time. 

The  deaths  were  as  follows  : — 

10  Zymotic  disease. 

7  Respiratory. 

2  Developmental. 

4  Convulsions. 

10  Premature  Births. 

1  Other  Causes. 

34  Total. 

5  of  the  above  zymotic  deaths  were  from  measles.  There 
were  4  more  premature  births  this  year  than  in  1913  —  7 
these  lived  under  1  week,  1  one  month,  1,  17  days  &  1,9  days. 

Taking  the  5  zymotic  measle  cases  and 

10  premature  births — it  leaves  15  deaths  from 
—  other  causes  within  my  care. 

1 5 

1806  visits  and  revisits  were  paid.  7  good  class  houses 
were  not  visited,  the  result  was  that 

279  houses  were  clean  or  fairly  so. 

47  unsatisfactory. 

7  not  visited. 


332 
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Tube  Bottles 

I  am  thankful  to  say  are  being  little  used  now — and  even 
in  obstinate  cases  I  can  and  do  generally  succeed  in  getting 
the  mothers  to  use  the  boat  shaped  bottles,  as  I  generally 
give  them  one  and  after  trying  it,  they  continue  its  use. 

The  Mothers’  Class 

Is  steadily  increasing  in  numbers.  A  great  many  never  hav¬ 
ing  missed  a  class  since  they  were  begun.  They  are  now  held 
in  a  much  nicer,  cosier,  warm,  airy  room,  and  the  mothers 
appreciate  the  change.  The  babies  are  weighed  every  month, 
many  of  the  infants  being  much  above  the  normal  weight. 

The  homes  of  the  poor  are  very  inadequate  in  rooms—  a 
very  great  many  houses  having  only  2  bedrooms — where  quite 
a  number  of  girls  and  boys  of  varying  ages  have  to  sleep — in 
one  room  — the  parents  occupying  the  other,  sometimes  having 
one  or  more  children  in  their  room. 

The  proximity  of  ashpits,  privies,  water  closets,  near  to 
the  houses  favours  the  breeding  of  flies,  and  it  is  wonderful 
there  are  not  more  cases  of  infantile  diarrhoea.  There  is  not 
much  chance  of  keeping  milk  from  contamination  of  flies  when 
many  of  the  homes  have  a  miserable  apology  for  a  pantry  or 
larder  and  many  have  neither. 

Tuberculosis. 

In  October  I  was  asked  to  undertake  visiting  the  cases 
at  Lye  and  Wollescote,  under  the  County  Council  Scheme. 
10  of  these  were  sent  me  to  visit  and  I  paid  54  visits  to  these 
to  the  end  of  December.  All  seem  to  have  greatly  benefitted 
by  their  treatment  at  the  various  Sanatoria.  Unfortunately 
so  many  of  them  are  far  from  being  even  fairly/  well  off,  and 
certainly  all  require  better  food  than  they  are  able  to  afford 
in  their  poor  homes. 

The  War 

has  in  a  number  of  cases  been  a  help  to  the  homes  at  Lye. 
Many  of  the  men  were  without  work  for  several  weeks  on  and 
off — from  various  causes,  and  this  was  overcome  by  the  men 
enlisting  and  thus  providing  their  wives  and  children  with  a 
fair  means  of  living. 

Indeed  many  of  the  poor  women,  looked  upon  the  War 
as  a  ‘  boon’  as  they  were  certain  of  having  money  every  week 
enough  to  keep  them  from  want  while  their  husbands  were 
away.  The  Lye  men  have  answered  right  loyally  to  their 
King  and  Country’s  Call. 

(Mrs.)  A.  H.  LUCAS, 

Health  Missioner  for  Lye  and  Wollescote. 
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LYE  &  WOLLESCOTE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL. 


THE  THIRD  ANNUAL 

REPORT  of  the  SURVEYOR 

For  the  Year  ending  March  31st,  1915. 


Gentlemen, 

The  past  year  will  stand  out  in  history  as  the  one  in 
which  the  disastrous  European  War  commenced.  With  the 
refusal  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  grant  permission 
for  1  oans  for  Public  works  of  practically  all  kinds,  municipal 
enterprise  for  the  time  being  is  dormant,  while  private  enter- 
pri  se  in  the  building  of  small  houses  is  almost  at  a  standstill. 
This  has  naturally  affected  vour  district,  several  Public  Im¬ 
provements  mentioned  later  having  been  postponed.  Of  the 
several  detail  matters  in  my  department  I  beg  to  report. 

HIGHWAYS. 

Length  of  Highways. 

Since  my  last  Annual  Report  the  new  Road  off  Pedmore 
Road  towards  Chapel  Street  has  been  constructed  and 
sewered,  but  has  not  vet  been  taken  over  by  you. 

The  total  length  of  Highwavs  in  your  district  is  practic¬ 
ally  12^  miles,  of  this  2J-  miles  are  main  roads  repairable  by 
the  County  Council,  while  f  of  a  mile  of  roadways  are  not 
repairable  by  you. 

Plans,  specification,  and  estimates  have  been  prepared, 
and  a  Loan,  for  which  permission  has  been  granted  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  obtained  for  kerbing,  channelling, 
metalling,  and  sewering  that  portion  of  Providence  Street  for 
which  you  are  liable,  while  notices  have  been  given  under  the 
Private  Street  Works  Act,  and  plans,  specification,  estimates 
and  apportionments  prepared  for  making  up  that  portion  of 
Providence  Street  for  which  the  frontagers  are  liable.  Owing 
to  the  War  however  this  work  has  been  deferred.  Resolu¬ 
tions  have  also  been  passed  to  make  up  Jackson  Street  and 
Badger  Street  under  the  same  Act,  but  this  work  also  has 
been  postponed  until  the  termination  of  the  War. 
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Curbing  and  Channelling. 

The  bottom  end  of  Cemetery  Road  near  Messrs.  Hick¬ 
man’s  property  has  received  attention,  some  170  yards  having 
been  curbed  and  channelled  both  sides,  and  remetalled.  This 
work  will  be  continued  at  convenient  intervals  during  the 
coming  year. 

A  further  length  of  140  yards  of  curbing  and  channelling 
has  been  done  at  the  lower  end  of  Hayes  Lane.  The  upper 
portion  also  wants  draining,  curbing,  and  channelling,  but 
this  will  wait  until  the  cost  of  materials  assumes  a  more 
normal  level. 

The  channelling  in  Orchard  Road  has  also  been  over¬ 
hauled  and  put  in  proper  order  for  metalling. 

I  should  be  pleased  if  the  County  Council  could  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  sweep  up  the  High  Street  more  often.  The 
motor  bus  traffic  will  accentuate  the  dust  nuisance,  and  unless 
the  refuse  is  removed  every  day,  this,  in  spite  of  Street  water¬ 
ing,  will  bring  many  j ustiflable  complaints.  The  mud-splash¬ 
ing  nuisance  would  also  be  materially  minimised  if  the  sets 
were  swept  oftener. 

Pope  Street. 

The  improvement  mentioned  in  my  last  report  has  now 
been  carried  out,  the  Street  having  been  channelled,  a  storm 
water  drain  laid,  and  several  catchpits  constructed. 

Street  Widenings. 

The  widening  to  Upper  High  Street  in  front  of  Mr. 
Syner’s  property  adjoining  the  Unitarian  Church  has  now 
been  effected,  and  terms  have  been  arranged  with  the  Owner 
of  property  at  the  corner  of  Hay  Green  Lane  and  Pedmore 
Road  which  will  permit  of  a  widening  at  that  point. 

By  arrangement  with  Messrs.  Whitehouse,  a  widening 
has  been  made  in  front  of  their  yard  in  Providence  Street, 
this  giving  a  much  better  line  and  easing  an  awkward  bend. 

The  Pump  Street  and  Cross  Walks  widening  referred  to 
in  my  last  year’s  report  have  been  completed  and  a  paved 
footpath  provided. 

The  widening  in  front  of  the  Council  Buildings  has  been 
completed,  and  the  County  Council  have  altered  the  curbing 
and  paving,  this  giving  an  improved  curve  into  Chapel 
Street. 

The  application  for  a  loan,  referred  to  in  my  last  year’s 
report,  to  effect  further  improvements,  was  granted  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  but  the  carrying  out  is  deferred 
for  the  time  being. 
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There  are  still  many  places  where  I  should  like  to  see 
improvements  made,  but  owing  to  your  expressed  wish  that 
only  absolutely  necessary  expenditure  should  be  incurred 
owing  to  the  present  state  of  affairs,  they  must  stand  over  for 
the  present. 

Paving. 

Paving  to  footpaths  has  been  done  out  of  the  Loan 
balance  in  hand,  in  Pump  Street,  in  Cross  Walks  Road  to  the 
front  of  the  new  property  there,  and  a  length  to  the  raised 
footpath  running  from  near  the  White  Horse  Inn  to  Cemetery 
Road. 

Stone. 

The  quantity  of  stone  used  in  the  repairing  of  roads  dur~ 
ing  the  past  year  was  195  tons,  15  cwt.  of  Rowley  Rag,  and 
45  tons  15  cwt.  of  Blast  Furnace  Cinder.  The  figures  for  the 
previous  year  are:  168  tons  18  cwt.  of  Rowley  Rag,  and  40 
tons  12  cwt.  of  Blast  Furnace  Cinder.  There  have  also  been 
used  450  Curbs,  4000  Setts,  and  7500  Brindled  Bricks. 

Steam  Roller. 

The  Steam  Roller  was  hired  from  Stourbridge  Borough 
Council  for  seven  days. 

Water. 

The  quantity  of  Water  used  for  Street  Watering  was 
2090  loads,  as  compared  with  1739  last  year. 

Horse  Hire. 

The  Horse  Hire  for  the  past  year  is  as  follows: 

Watering  Roads.  Carting  Ashes.  Picking  Up.  Flushing. 

49 i  days.  14J  days.  8  days.  i|  days. 

The  hired  horses  were  picking  up  and  flushing  while  your 
own  horse  was  engaged  watering  roads.  The  amount  actually 
paid  amounts  to  ^27  2s.  4b.,  this  being  an  increase  of 
£12  7s.  9b.  over  last  year,  due  to  additional  watering  and  to 
the  extra  charge  per  day  paid  for  the  hire. 

Horse  Corn  and  Fodder. 

The  cost  during  the  past  year  under  this  heading  for  the 
two  horses  amounts  to  ^57  ns.  3d.,  giving  an  average  of 
£2$  15s.  7b.  per  horse,  as  compared  with  ^30  3s.  gd.  last  year. 
The  prices  for  horse  corn  for  the  latter  part  of  the  year  show 
a  considerable  increase  on  what  has  previously  been  paid. 
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Wages. 

The  wages  paid  for  workmen  engaged  on  the  Highways 
amounts  to  ^*234  8s.  3d.,  this  being  an  increase  of  £"30  15s.  8d. 
due  to  an  increase  in  wages  and  to  the  fact  that  an  additional 
labourer  was  engaged  to  assist  while  the  curbing  and  chan¬ 
nelling  was  being  done. 

Fire  Station. 

The  provision  of  a  Fire  Station  on  the  Council  Premises 
has  now  been  completed,  the  Brigade  having  taken  up  their 
quarters  there.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Captain  of 
the  Brigade,  in  a  letter  on  March  15th  last,  reporting  the  re¬ 
moval  to  the  new  Station,  stated  “  This  is  a  great  improve¬ 
ment  on  the  old  Station,  and  the  increased  accommodation 
will  enable  the  members  of  the  Brigade  to  carry  out  their 
work  under  more  favourable  conditions.” 

Lighting. 

There  are  now  187  lamps  in  your  district,  an  additional 
one  having  been  added  to  the  Public  Convenience  in  Chapel 
Street.  At  the  request  of  the  Military  Authorities  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  curtail  the  Public  Lighting,  and  22  lamps  on  the  two 
main  roads  are  for  the  time  being  left  unlighted.  The  Sup¬ 
erintendent  of  Police  agreed  with  me  that  it  was  not  wise  to 
curtail  the  lighting  on  the  side  Streets  owing  to  their  irregu¬ 
larity  of  shape  and  shortness  of  length. 

Factory  Act. 

A  certificate  of  approval  of  means  provided  for  escape 
in  case  of  fire,  has  been  granted  one  firm  of  Manufacturers. 
The  others  have  not  yet  carried  out  the  alterations  asked  for. 

Sewers. 

The  total  length  of  sewers  belonging  to  you  is  8J  miles, 
this  including  the  additional  length  for  draining  Wollescote 
Road.  There  is  also  a  length  of  90  yards  on  the  New  Road, 
off  Pedmore  Road,  but  this  has  not  yet  been  taken  over. 

There  have  been  14  connections  made  to  the  sewers,  347 
stopped  drains  have  been  opened,  as  compared  with  309  last 
year. 

Building  Plans. 

Plans  have  been  passed  for  :  16  new  Houses  and  Shops; 
1  Bakehouse;  10  Alterations  to  Houses;  14  Extensions  of 
Works  and  Business  Premises. 

Last  year’s  figures  were: — 21  new  Houses  and  Shops; 
1  New  Theatre  ;  16  Alterations  to  Houses  ;  12  Extensions  of 
Works  and  Business  Premises  ;  2  Stables. 
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Water  Main. 

There  has  been  an  extension  of  the  water  main  by  the 
Water  Board  in  Wynall  Lane. 


Model  Bye-Laws. 

Several  meetings  have  been  held  to  discuss  the  form  of 
Model  Bye  Laws  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  I  hope 
before  my  next  Annual  Report  they  will  be  in  force. 


Public  Health  Amendment  Act. 

I  should  like  to  impress  the  advisability  of  getting  this 
matter  through. 


Ludgbridge  Brook  Estate. 

Part  of  this  Estate  has  been  allocated  for  Cemetery  pur¬ 
poses  and  a  portion  for  allotments,  but  what  is  to  be  done  in 
developing  the  other  portion  has  not  yet  been  decided. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  your  un¬ 
failing  courtesy  and  consideration  of  the  matters  I  have  from 
time  to  time  brought  forward. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


April  20,  1915. 


HUGH  E.  FOLKES. 


